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University of Toronto Wind Ensemble 

Jeffrey Reynolds, conductor 


PROGRAM 


March from Symphonic Metamorphosis of Themes Paul Hindemith 

by Carl Maria von Weber (1895-1963) 

Transcribed for Wind Ensemble by Keith Wilson 


Sinfonietta Ingolf Dahl 

1. Introduction and Rondeau (1912-1970) 

2. Pastoral Nocturne 

3. Dance Variations 


INTERMISSION 


Metropolis 


Adam Gorb 

(b. 1958) 


Symphonic Dances from West Side Story 


Leonard Bernstein 

(1918-1990) 


PROGRAM NOTES 


March from Symphonic Metamorphosis 
of Themes by Carl Maria von Weber 

PAUL HINDEMITH 

One of the most important composers of 
the 20th century, Paul Hindemith was a 
complete musician, playing several string, 
wind and keyboard instruments at a very 
high level. He was the concertmaster 
of the Frankfurt Opera Orchestra from 
1915-23 and violist with the Amar String 
Quartet from 1922-29. He was also a 
conductor of international repute and 
taught extensively, including tenures at 
the Berlin Hochschule and Yale University, 
and wrote Craft of Musical Composition, 
published in 1937. Hindemith composed 
March from Symphonic Metamorphosis of 
Themes by Cari Maria von Weber in 1943, 
while teaching at Yale. His colleague Keith 
Wilson transcribed the work for winds and 
percussion at Hindemith’s request. The 
opening statement by the brass reappears 
throughout the work, which consists of 
alternating martial and lyrical material, 
ending on a note of triumph. 

Sinfonietta 

IGNOLF DAHL 

The Sinfonietta of Ingolf Dahl was 
commissioned by the College Band 
Directors’ National Association and was 
first performed by the Symphonic Band 
of the University of Southern California in 
1962. Despite Dahl’s initial reluctance (he 
is reported to have said, “I hate bands!” 
when the idea was first mentioned) 
the resulting 3-movement Sinfonietta 
is an enduring masterpiece of wind 
composition, in the composer’s words, “a 
serenade...with symphonic proportions”. 
The piece combines serial techniques 
(a six-tone set with its inversion at the 


interval of a major 6th is the foundation 
of the melodic and harmonic material) 
and a tonal idiom, centered on A-flat. The 
three movements are contrasting, and the 
whole structure is an arch, bookended by 
offstage trumpets. The Pastoral Nocturne 
is a simple ternary form, whose central 
section, a gavotte, is the middle of the 
piece, an arch within an arch, within the 
arch of the entire work. Ingolf Dahl was 
born in Germany and like many of his 
contemporaries emigrated to the United 
States before World War II. He settled in 
Southern California, was an acquaintance 
of Stravinsky and Schoernberg and a busy 
piano performer whose composing and 
teaching left a lasting imprint on American 
music. He died in Switzerland in 1970, 
after a period of deteriorating health. 

Metropolis 

ADAM GORB 

Adam Gorb is an active composer and 
teacher who writes for a variety of media. 
He has composed a concerto for viola and 
chamber orchestra, a clarinet sonata and 
music for winds, including the Symphony 
in C for 12 players, performed on our last 
concert. The present work, Metropolis, 
was first performed in 1993 by the Royal 
Academy Band, conducted by Edward 
Gregson. The composer writes, “I have 
long wanted to write a work reflecting 
the frenetic and hectic pace of modern 
urban life...” Gorb describes his work as 
capturing “a mood of extreme tension 
together with the desperate exhilaration”, 
a mood that he experienced while 
listening to a radio play about the entire 
population of a country perpetually driving 
around a multi-lane circular highway. 
Indeed the piece catapults forward just 
like rush hour in Toronto; as one of our 


percussionists reflected at the end of 
a reading, “we got to work.” The piece 
concludes with the players standing 
up and beating a prescribed rhythm on 
“any small drum, tin can, piece of wood 
or non-reverberating metal...[giving]... 
the impression of bleakness, as well as 
brutality.” 

Symphonic Dances from West Side Story 

LEONARD BERNSTEIN 

Our final work may help dispel some of 
the tension accrued during Metropolis. 
Leonard Bernstein was one of the most 
important musicians of the 20th century, 
contributing masterpieces in all genres, 


JEFFREY REYNOLDS Jeffrey Reynolds 
teaches trumpet and conducting, as well 
as conducting the Wind Ensemble. For 
5 years he was the Coordinator of the 
Performance Division. Fie holds a Ph.D. 
in the philosophy of music education 
and a M.M. in trumpet performance. 

Dr. Reynolds has performed and 
recorded as a trumpeter with the Calgary 
Philharmonic, Victoria Symphony, 

Flamilton Philharmonic, Flannaford 
Street Silver Band, the Stratford Festival 
Ensemble and the Orchestra of the 
Royal Winnipeg Ballet, as well as many 
other orchestral, chamber and solo 
performances. Prior to the University of 
Toronto, Dr. Reynolds taught at Malaspina 
College and McMaster University and 
for several years was an instrumental 


including Broadway musicals, orchestral 
and choral works, conducting the New 
York Philharmonic as well as major 
orchestras throughout the world, lecturing 
on a wide range of musical topics, from 
classical to jazz, performing as a pianist 
and teaching. West Side Story is perhaps 
his best-known work. It opened on 
Broadway in 1957, and was based on 
Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet. The 
music ranges from intense, jazz influenced 
dance movements to tender love ballads. 
In Symphonic Dances from West Side 
Story we hear several of the best-known 
songs, including Maria, Mambo and 
Somewhere. The brilliant transcription is 
by Paul Lavender. 


specialist with the Scarborough Board 
of Education. Fie has conducted many 
honour bands, including York and Durham 
Regions and the Toronto District School 
Board, and community ensembles such 
as the Toronto Wind Orchestra, the Oregon 
Concert Winds and the Southampton Wind 
Ensemble. Dr. Reynolds is the author of a 
trumpet pedagogy book in the Dummies 
series, Trumpet for Dummies, has recently 
completed the compilation of trumpet 
repertoire for the Royal Conservatory of 
Music, along with Dr. Gillian Mackay, and 
contributes articles to several journals. 

Fie frequently conducts workshops in 
southern Ontario schools, and is in 
demand as an adjudicator at music 
festivals across the country. 
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